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Greetings, Friends, 
 
As Pastor of this community of believers, I welcome you. 
Whether you are a new member looking to make new friends or a 
long-time parishioner looking for a way to refresh your spiritual 
experience, you have come to the right place. 
 
We are a vibrant parish, with a wide variety of activities and min-
istries to offer our members and the surrounding community. The 
ministries in this booklet are part of our effort to live out our bap-
tismal call, as we strive to imitate Jesus Christ more authentically 
in our lives. 
 
Some ministries exist to improve our liturgies, or to encourage 
prayer and spiritual growth. Other ministries are very practical in 
nature, rushing to provide the needy of our community with the 
most basic necessities. Still other ministries seek to create a better 
sense of community by gathering members together, if only to 
share a cup of coffee and a little conversation. All of these minis-
tries are vital to a healthy Catholic community. As diverse as the 
ministries are, they all have one thing in common-You. Not one 
of these ministries can exist without the work and sacrifice of 
dedicated lay people like you. Please consider joining one or 
more of these ministries. For both new and established members, 
there is no better way to excite your spiritual life, meet new 
friends, and grow into a richer experience of our Catholic faith. 
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Saint John the Beloved 
Catholic Church 

 
 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 

  
 

Our mission, as rooted in our 
baptismal call, is to live and 

share the message of the  
Gospel of Jesus Christ in the 
fullness of our Catholic faith. 
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Church Office Hours 

 Mon.—Fri. 8:30am - 4:30pm 

 
Phone Directory: 
               Church (843) 873-0631 
 
Church Staff Members                                  Phone Ext. 
 
Health Related Pastoral Emergency*              
                             
Rev. Msgr. Christopher Lathem, Pastor                
Rev. Duane T. Riplog  Retired 
 Mr. Michael Connor, Deacon 
 Mr. Westcoat Sandlin, Deacon  
Sister Carol Gnau, SSND, Pastoral Associate       
Sister Maryjane Golden, SSMN,  
Office of Faith Formation 
Mr. Greg Homza, Minister of Music & Liturgy    
Mr. Tom Epperson, Director of Stewardship         
Mrs. Connie McDavid, Parish Secretary               
Mrs. Barbara Patala, Assistant Administrator        
Office Assistant Desk                    
Mr. Patrick Withers, Director of Youth Ministry    

Summerville Catholic School  
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*For Health related Pastoral Emergency 
                               1-843-509-2675 
 

(843) 509-2675 

   (843) 873-9310 
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       Extraordinary  
      Ministers of Holy Communion  
 
 These are the people who assist the Priest in 
distributing the Blessed Sacrament at communion. 
They also set up before Mass and clean up after-
wards. One must be registered in the parish, be a 
confirmed Catholic and receive training for this 
ministry. The training takes about an hour and is 
scheduled throughout the year as needed.  Call 843-
873-0631, Ext. 21 

Liturgical Ministers  
 
These are the people who assist in the 
celebration of Liturgy each week. There are 
five Liturgical Ministry teams (Team A 
through Team E). Each Mass team consists of  
a coordinator, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, 
ushers, greeters, and altar servers. Each team 

serves once every five 
weeks. Ministers are asked 
to commit to a certain Mass 
time, a certain team, and a 
particular ministry. Anyone 
interested in these ministries 
should contact the church 
office,  873-0631, Ext.21  

While they were eating, Jesus took break, Said the 
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his disciples said, 
“Take and eat; this is my body.”     Mat 26:26 
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Ushers  
 

Ushers play a critical role in the parish. 
They are ministers of hospitality, and work 
to ensure that everyone has a pleasant ex-
perience as they come and go from the 
church, and that they are able to do so 
safely.  Ushers are always on the lookout 
for people who need assistance or information. They 
take up the collections each week, but also do much 
more. They help people find seats as they enter for  
Mass. Ushers see to the needs of the parishioners, as-
sisting in the seating for elderly, and disabled. Usher-
ing is a challenging ministry, but so rewarding! If 
you want to be a part of this vital ministry,  
call 873-0631, Ext. 21.  

Greeters  
 
    As ministers of hospitality, greeters are the face 
of the parish. This is a ministry that anyone can 
perform, but one that must be performed in a spirit 
of love and caring. While handing out the worship 
aids before Mass and the bulletins at the end, these 
ministers demonstrate the welcoming attitude of 
our parish. They are a smiling face that says          
                          "Hello! We are glad you are here!"   
                          To serve, call the Office, Ext. 21.  

“Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.”  -Rom 15:7 
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Lectors  
 
 Lectors proclaim the word of God each 
week. This is one ministry that does 

require special gifts: a strong and animated voice, 
clear speech, and the commitment to prepare the 
readings with great care. This is a critical ministry. 
If the congregation does not hear the Word of God 
clearly when the Lectors proclaim it, they will not 
hear it at all that week. A Lector must be a confirmed 
Catholic, registered in the parish, and receive 
training for this ministry. Training for this ministry  
is an ongoing process, and all lectors are expected to 
constantly strive for improvement.  Contact Ext 21 at 
the church office.   

Altar Servers  
 
These are parishioners who assist the priest in 
various ways during Mass. Any parishioner, child or 
adult, who has received the sacrament of  first Holy 
Communion is eligible to serve on the altar. Altar 
servers are required to be at church at least 15 
minutes before Mass begins, in order to put on the 
vestments and  receive any special instructions from 
the priest as needed. Training is required 
for this ministry, and is scheduled periodi-
cally throughout the year. Those who 
serve at the altar set the example of 
prayerfulness and reverence for the rest of 
the congregation. To receive training as 
an altar server, contact ext. 21 at the 
church office. 
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Evangelization  
 
    RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
 
 
 This is the process for the initiation of adults 
and children of catechetical age (over 7 yrs.) and 
the reception of baptized candidates into the 
Catholic church. 
 
Instruction, spiritual formation, discernment, 
and rituals that celebrate the various stages of 
conversion are all part of this process leading to 
sacramental reception into the Church. 
 
For adults phase one takes place on various 
Monday evenings during the entire year.  
Phase two takes place during  and following  
the 9:30 Mass on Sundays. 
 
We always need sponsors, catechists  
and special events helpers.  
 
Contact Sister Carol Gnau  
at 873-0631 Ext. 17  
or nowsy@sc.rr.com 
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Collection Counter Teams  

 
For obvious reasons, this ministry is by invitation only. If 
you have good skills at counting money, are a very reli-
able person, and have time during weekday mornings to 
devote to this important ministry, contact the church of-
fice at Ext. 11, and inquire about being assigned to a team. 
Each team works once every six weeks. 

Senior Luncheons  
 
Seniors gather monthly for a luncheon and  
sharing in Madden Hall. There is nothing bet-
ter than good food and good friends.  How can 
you help?  We always need seasonal table 
decorations to add beauty to our atmosphere. 
Call 873-0631, ext. 17 if you can assist. 
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Mailing Teams  
 
The parish mailing team is assembled as needed. 
Mailings are usually done on weekday mornings 
after the 9:00 AM Mass.  The team prepares spe-
cial parish mailings by stuffing and sealing  
envelopes, attaching address labels, and zip code 
sorting. Anyone who is interested in this minis-
try should contact the church office, ext. 14 
 

Bulletin Preparation Teams  
 

The Bulletin preparation team meets 
every Friday morning after the 9:00 AM 
Mass. They put all weekly inserts into 
the church bulletin, and take finished 
bulletins to the church for distribution at 
all Masses. Anyone who would like to 
be part of this team can simply come to 
the church office after the 9:00AM  
Mass any Friday and join the crew. 
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Ministry Coordinator 
 

This new ministry provides an opportunity to those who 
have a gift for organization and delegation. A ministry co-
ordinator is in charge of recruiting, training and schedul-
ing lay ministers for one specific ministry.  For example, 
the usher coordinator is in charge of stewarding the usher 
ministry by encouraging new ministers to join, by con-
ducting occasional training sessions, and by scheduling 

ministers so that the needs of each Mass are met. Ministry 
Coordinators work closely with Mass Coordinators, the 

Director of Stewardship, and the Pastor. If this sounds like 
your niche, Contact Tom at ext. 21. 

 
Welcoming Ministry  

 
 Welcoming is a high priority at St. 
John the Beloved. This ministry exists 
to help us grow to be a more wel-
coming and caring parish. The fo-
cus and mission is to strive to en-
sure that each new member re-
ceives a warm welcome when they 
first enter the parish, and receive 
assistance in establishing friend-
ships and becoming quickly ori-
ented in the community. We need 
many more people in this ministry! 
 Call ext. 21 
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   Finance Council  
 

This group of business oriented parishioners 
assists the Pastor in his role as steward of the 
parish finances.  This council sets the budget 
for the parish, establishes goals for growth, 
and provides financial accountability. The 
group meets quarterly, with extra meetings 
scheduled as needed during the third and 
fourth quarter, to design the coming year’s 
budget.  Members on this council are ap-
pointed, based upon experience in a finance 
related field.  If you are interested in being 
considered, you may present a summary of 
your qualifications to the Pastor, through the 
Parish Secretary.    

Habitat For Humanity  
 
Helps build affordable homes for  
families in need.  Volunteers and 
household items are needed in the 
Home Store. The phone number:  
851-1414.  The mission of the 
Home Store is to raise funds for the construction 
of more houses in Dorchester County.  Support 
of fund raising efforts are always appreciated.  
Help with construction is needed when called for. 

 
“This,  rather, is the fasting that I wish:… Sharing your bread with the 
hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the homeless”  Is  58:6-7 
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Bereavement Support  
 

This group provides comfort and sup-
port to families who have lost a loved 
one.  How can you help? Just sign up. 
Our volunteers provide food for the day of the funeral, join 

the prayer tree, help with serving and 
cleanup for receptions. Your presence 
at the funeral Mass is greatly appreci-
ated. If you would like to become in-
volved in this important ministry,  
Call Ext. 17 at the parish office. 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a world-wide Catholic 
organization of men and women who meet in parish 
groups to help families who have experienced personal 
and financial difficulties. Our St. Vincent de Paul Society 
shows God’s love by sharing the gifts of St. John the  
Beloved with families in the Summerville community. 
Members make home visits in pairs, listen to families’ 
needs and provide material assistance as well as moral 
encouragement and hope. Our Society meets the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in  
  Madden Hall. New members are always welcome. 
 

Avoid not those who weep, but mourn with those who mourn: Sir 7:34 
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Prison Ministry  
 
A monthly visit and Communion service at 
Leiber Correctional Institution are pro-
vided by our parish. There are also regular 
visits to the Catholic men on death row 
who are housed at Lieber.  Anyone who 
would like to share their faith at the 
monthly visits is welcome. Call Sr. Carol, 
873-0631, ext. 17 for more information. 

 
 

Parish Event Team  
 
This is a hard-working team which plans 
and organizes exciting events that will 
benefit the parish both as fundraisers, and  
as fun social events. We need planners and 
also others to support the team in the actual 
implementation and hosting of each event. 
If you have imagination, business savvy, a 
knack for decorating, or almost any other 
talent, there is a role on this team for you. 
Please call 873-0601 ext. 21 to get involved. 



18 

 
Ministry of Arts  

and Environment  
 
The Ministry of Arts and Environment is a  
group of volunteers who decorate the worship 

space with plants , flowers, and spiritual touches, for each  litur-
gical season. The primary need for volunteers is at  
Christmas and Easter when we have an abun-
dance of flowers and plants to be  
arranged. It is a fun and rewarding experience 
to work together and to prepare the  
environment for each special occasion.  To 
volunteer, call Connie at 873-0631, ext. 10. 
 

Ministry of Care  
 
Ministers of Care take the Eucharist to the  
hospitalized, homebound and nursing homes. 
We visit Trident Hospital and Summerville 
Medical Center on Wednesdays and Sundays. 
We visit homes and nursing homes weekly. 
Our goal is to have enough volunteers to visit 
all our sick. We need more parishioners in this 
very rewarding ministry. To volunteer, call 
Sister Carol 873-0631, ext. 17 

“Neglect not to visit the sick— for these things you 
will be loved”  Sir. 7:35 
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Palmetto House Shelter  
107 Elks Lodge Lane,. Summerville, 29483  873-2020 

 
       The mission of Palmetto House is to provide assistance to 
         people who require basic human necessities and to help  
       clients become self reliant members of our community.   
      Volunteers of St John the Beloved help to serve dinner from   
      from 6:00 – 8:00 PM every six weeks. Support of  
      fundraising efforts is greatly appreciated. Want to help?  
      Respond to notices in the church bulletin. 

 
 

Pastoral Council  
 

            This group is an advisory council to the Pastor.  
            They are a reflective group, listening to voices  
            of the parish, and providing the Pastor with the         
            perspective of the laity. The group works with the  
            Pastor to establish and implement a  
            Long-term plan for the parish, to ensure that the 
            efforts of individual ministries work together to 
            advance the parish mission. 
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           We Are the Youth!  
 

Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set 
an example for those who believe, in speech, con-
duct, love, faith, and purity.   1 Tim 4:12  

The mission of St. John the Beloved Youth 
Ministry is to empower youth to live as  
disciples of Jesus Christ, to lead youth into a 
full participation in the Catholic faith  
community, and to foster real, personal growth 
in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  St. John the  
Beloved Youth Ministry is composed of several 
components as described in the National  
Conference of Catholic Bishops' document  
Renewing the Vision: A Framework for  
Catholic Youth Ministry. These are advocacy, 
catechesis, community life, evangelization,  
justice and service, leadership development,  
pastoral care, and prayer and worship. Youth 
Ministry at St. John the Beloved encompasses 
Jr. High Youth Group, which is religious  
formation for sixth-eighth grade, the High 
School Youth Group, which is religious forma-
tion for ninth-twelfth grade, and confirmation  
preparation, done in conjunction with the Office 
of Religious Education. Special events of these 
programs include regular service projects,  
parish teen retreats for the junior high and high 
school, a high school ski trip, a junior high 
 rafting trip, and participation in annual  
diocesan conferences and events. Contact Pat-
rick Withers at Extension 20. 



21 

 
Hospice  

 
Considered to be the model for quality, compas-
sionate care for people facing a life-limiting ill-
ness or injury, hospice and palliative care involve 
a team-oriented approach to expert medical care, 
pain management, and emotional and spiritual support ex-
pressly tailored to the patient's needs and wishes. Support 
is provided to the patient’s loved ones as well.  
The focus of hospice relies on the belief that each of us has 
the right to die pain-free and with dignity, and that our 
loved ones will receive the necessary support to allow us to 
do so. The focus is on caring, not curing and in most cases, 
care is provided to in the patient’s home.  For volunteer in-
formation, go to Caolinahospicecare.com 

 
Stewardship Team  

 
    The purpose of this team is to plan, implement,  and 
manage ongoing programs to foster and promote stew-
ardship in the parish. Education about the meaning of 
the term Stewardship is an important part of this 
team’s purpose. This is a highly motivated team, with 
members who are  excited about sharing their under-
standing of stewardship, and the positive impact it has 
had on their personal faith life. If you have a story of 
how stewardship has improved your faith life,  please 
call us and share your story. Call Tom Epperson at 
873-0631, ext. 21. 



22 

The Ark  
 

Since 1996, the ARK (Adult Respite Care) has been pro-
viding quality care in an atmosphere of love and total ac-
ceptance. The ARK is an adult respite care program de-
signed to care for those living with Alzheimer's disease 
and their families in a place that genuinely shares the 
good gifts of God with each individual. The ARK makes 
sure that every person who comes to this unique program 
is loved and cared for with respect and dignity. If you 
would like to minister to people in this way, contact the 
ARK at 843.832.2357. Be sure to let them know you are 
from St. John the Beloved parish, so that we can continue 
to build our great relationship with them. 

 
Coastal Center 

 
The Coastal Center, on Miles Road, is a resi-
dential center for physically and mentally 
challenged women and men.  On the third 
Sunday of each month, a group from St. John 
the beloved visits the residents for prayers 
and hymns.  We meet at the center at  
1:15 p.m. and are finished in an hour.   
Please join us! 
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This new ministry is an opportunity for those who 
speak Spanish as a first or second language. The 
purpose of this group is to explore ways that St. 
John the Beloved parish might reach out and 
minister to the Spanish speaking community of 
Summerville. This is a fledgling program in the 
parish, so if you are interested in this specialized 
area of ministry, please get involved, and help 
define our mission. Please call ext. 21 if you want 
to be a part of this important effort.  

Spanish Ministry  
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Minister of Hospitality  
 
Is the Lord calling you to be a Minister of Hospitality? 
“Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have  
unknowingly entertained angels.” (Hebrews 13:2) 
A Minister of Hospitality is anyone who enjoys making  
others feel welcome. This ministry provides refreshments, 
a warm smile, and a welcoming spirit. We have need of 
every type of talent. Hospitality ministers provide refresh-
ments for receptions after sacramental celebrations, visits 
by the Bishop, and parish social gatherings. We assist with  
celebrations of Christian Unity Week, Thanksgiving bas-
kets, and Palmetto House fundraisers. A reward of being a 
minister of hospitality is giving a hand of friendship to 
new members of the parish. If you would like to 
“entertain angels” become a member of our team. Call ex-
tension 21 at the parish office. 

  

Coffee and Donuts Ministry  
 
One of the most important tasks of an  
authentic Christian parish is the building 
 of a tight-knit community. This ministry 
gathers people together after Mass for a cup of coffee, a 
snack, and some pleasant conversation. Please consider 
giving a small amount of time each week to help us main-
tain and expand this important ministry. Call the parish 
secretary ( 873-0631, ext. 10) for more information. 
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Outreach for the Hungry  
The dedicated members of Outreach for the  

Hungry make and serve lunch for the hungry people 
at Neighborhood House, a soup kitchen in the base-
ment of Our Lady of Mercy church on America 
Street in Charleston. We cook and serve once per 
month. We use the food donated by parishioners on 
the second Sunday of each month. There are four 
cooking teams. Each cooking team meets in the Mad-
den Hall kitchen on Sunday mornings. The team 
makes one of four recipes for soup or hearty casse-
roles; enough for 300 servings. They also cook an ex-
tra pot for Palmetto House, Summerville’s homeless 
shelter. The serving teams are scheduled on either 
Mondays or Tuesdays. A serving team meets at Mad-
den Hall between 10:00 AM and 10:30 AM, loads up 
the food and people, and drives downtown to serve. 
The team members heat the food, serve the lunch and 
clean up. They are back at church before 2:00 PM. 
Each team cooking or serving, works four or five 
times per year. To Volunteer, call Paula Seebode,    
  873-5622 
 

“Amen, I  say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me.”   -Mat: 25-40 
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Ministry of Prayer 
 

Parishioners who are homebound and can no 
longer participate in active ministries, pray for 
the intentions of the parish.  This valuable minis-
try is the backbone of all ministries, for without 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, nothing will be 
accomplished.  In addition to their prayers for 
the active ministries, prayers are offered for in-
tentions of parishioners who are sick, undergo-
ing operations, or trials of any kind.  We can use 
people who have the ability to organize and 
communicate the prayer intentions. If you know 
anyone who would be interested in joining the 
Ministry of Prayer, please call the office 843-   
                       873-0631, ext. 10 or 21. 

Senior Exercise Group  
 
The seated exercise group meets on Mondays and 
Wednesdays in Madden Hall at 10:30 am. Join 
us! Exercise with music, enjoy the camaraderie, 
swing a leg, wave an arm and stay fit!  Seated  
exercise equals fun and fitness. 
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       The role of the religious Education Department is  
     threefold. This role includes encouraging and  
    empowering members of our parish to become  
    catechists. We ask them to share their personal image 
    of Jesus Christ as well as the traditions and teachings  
     of the Catholic Church with our children and young  
      people. Our role in the department also includes  
       preparing and empowering the parents, who are the  
        primary catechists of their children, to pass on their  
         gift of faith. We believe this deepens their own faith  
          and enriches their relationship with Christ, our Lord.  
           Finally, we are responsible for the education and  
            preparation of our children and their parents to  
             discover the special “graces” we receive through  
             the sacraments of initiation, Baptism, Eucharist,  
            Confirmation and Reconciliation. All of this is  
            accomplished with traditional classroom teaching as 
           well as large group events which include experiential 
           prayer, meal sharing, game playing, and individual  
          reflection. It is our pleasure to serve the community  
         of St. John the Beloved. We are always available to  
        answer questions and are open to your insights and  
      suggestions. If interested in serving as a catechist or  
     aid please call Sister Mary Jane Golden at  
    873-0631, extension  16. 

Religious Education Department  
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Christian Formation  
 
There are two ongoing Bible studies:  one on 
Wednesday evenings at Summerville Catholic 
during the scheduled religious education time 
and one on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in 
Madden Hall. Both help us to grow in our  
understanding of God’s Word and in our  
response to it. Details are always listed in the 
bulletin. 

Kairos Prison Ministry  
 
This is an ecumenical Christian ministry designed for 
men and women’s correctional institutions. Our purpose 
is to establish a strong Christian community among the 
residents. The primary goal is to teach those who attend to 
become part of a “share and prayer group.” This allows 
them to share their lives on a deep spiritual level, and to 
pray for one another, becoming  Christ’s agents for 
change in their environment. You may also help with the 
Kairos weekends by baking cookies. Watch the bulletin 
for details.  

“...For I was … naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, 
 in prison and you visited me.”  -Mat 25:36 
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Men’s Prayer and Reflection  

 
Join us Wednesday mornings at 7:00 AM in 
Madden Hall for a cup of coffee. We pro-
claim the scripture readings for the upcoming 
Sunday, and discuss how those readings re-

late to our personal lives. The group is made up of 
men from all walks of life, gathering to grow 
stronger in our faith. This is an informal group. Join 
us whenever you can. You have an open invitation. 
The meeting breaks up promptly at 8:00 AM 

Do you not know that the runners in the stadium all run in the race, 
but only one wins the prize? Run so as to win.       1 Cor 9:24 

Pray the Rosary 
 
 

Friday mornings after the 9:00 AM 
Mass, join us in church to pray the 
rosary, as we ask the intercession of 
our Blessed Mother. 
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Altar Linens  
 
This is a very important ministry, 
as it contributes to the dignity of 
the Mass. Members take turns  
        caring for the washing and 
          ironing of the altar linens. 
          Call the church office at                      
           ext. 10 to become involved    
           in this ministry. 

Perpetual Novena  
In Honor of Our Lady of The Miraculous Medal 

 
Anyone can become a member of this Association 
and share in its privileges. A person becomes a  
member by wearing a Miraculous Medal that has 
been blessed by a priest. It is desirable, but not  
necessary, that a person be invested in the Medal  
by a priest or delegated lay person using the  
approved rite. The group meets Monday mornings 
after the 9:00 AM Mass. 
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Knights of Columbus  
 
 

Celebrate Faith, Family, and FRATERNITY 
Knights of Columbus are Catholic gentlemen 
committed to the exemplification of charity, 
unity, fraternity, patriotism, and defense of the 
priesthood. The Order is consecrated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Order is undeniable in 
its loyalty to the Pope, the Vicar of Christ on 
earth. It is firmly committed to the protection of 
human life, from conception to natural death, and 
to the preservation and defense of the family. It 
was on these bedrock principles that the Order 
was founded over a century ago and remains true 
to them today. There you will find brother 
Knights working to fulfill the central mission of 
the Order: striving in charitable works; serving 
the Church and unified in following its teachings; 
supporting brother Knights in their spiritual 
needs; acting for the good of their country; and 
giving aid to widows, orphans, the sick and the 
poor. If you want to join this great  
organization of Catholic men, contact   
Steve Kramp, 875-1067 or  
Jose Mireles,  875-2452   
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Women's Club  
 
This ministry is a parish community composed of women 
of all ages. Our purpose is to focus on four areas: spiri-
tual development, service in the parish and community, 
social ministry, and ecumenical understanding. A few of 
our activities include: Basket Bingo fundraiser and fam-
ily fun, womens' retreat to Mepkin Abbey, preparing and 
delivering Christmas bags to local nursing homes, 
womens' health awareness, and food preparation for  par-
ish events. At each of our monthly meetings we have a 
guest speaker. Come see what we’re all about. We hope 
you will consider becoming part of your Womens' Club! 
Please watch the bulletin for our next meeting.  

Music Ministry  
 
Adult Choir—There are two adult choirs, both of which are 
open to parishioners high school-age and older.  They sing 
for Sunday liturgies, Holy Day liturgies, and special pro-
grams, September through mid-June.  The larger group re-
hearses on Wednesday evenings from 7 pm to 9 pm, with 
other seasonal rehearsals scheduled on an as-needed basis.  
The smaller group has no mid-week rehearsal, but rather 
prepares music on their own with the help of a weekly e-
mail that contains a list of music and practice files that can 
be listened to on a computer.  Both groups are essentially 
“traditional,” though they sing music from a wide range of 
styles, including contemporary and gospel. 
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Resurrection Choir  
 
To assist the bereaved in their time of sorrow, a choir 
assembles to sing at funeral liturgies.  All singers in 
the parish (even those that aren’t members of one of 
the other groups) as well as guests from other parishes 
who are available to sing at the time of the funeral 
(typically 9am on weekdays) are welcome.  Rehearsals 
are held 30 minutes prior to the liturgy.  

Childrens Choir  
 
A children’s choir is formed once a year to 
sing for the 4 pm Christmas Eve liturgy.  This 
group forms in early November, and rehearses 
until the week before Christmas. Children must 
be able to carry a tune, match pitch, and read 
(words, not music...but music-reading ability 
would be highly valued!)  If there is sufficient 
interest, it would be wonderful if we could start 
a children’s choir that rehearses regularly.  

Cantor Ministry  
Cantors lead us in the prayer of music, just as lectors 
lead us in the prayer of the spoken Word.  The cantor’s 
role includes singing the Responsorial Psalm and 
Gospel Acclamation as well as leading the assembly in 
all of the sung prayers and hymns of the Mass.  
Cantors usually come from within one of the adult 
choirs, but exceptions could be made for the right 
candidate. 
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Handbells  
 

The parish is fortunate to have a 5-octave 
set of handbells.  These bells are used to 
add festivity or austerity to choral music.  
The parish has had handbell ensembles in 
the past, though at present there is not one.  
As with the children’s choir, if there is 
enough interest, it would be possible to 
start one again. 

Instrumentalists  
 

The Music Ministry is always looking 
for proficient instrumentalists to accom-
pany the assembly in their sung prayer 
and/or add to a piece of choral music.  
Whether you play organ, piano, a wood-
wind, brass, string, or even percussion 
instrument, you are welcome to take 
part in your parish music program!  
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Music Ministry  
 

If you are interested in participating in a 
dynamic music ministry that works to en-
hance the liturgies of a vibrant and wel-
coming parish, call or email Director of 
Music Greg Homza at 843-873-0631 ext. 
15 or sjbmusic@gmail.com, and he’ll find 
a place for you !!  

Did you find yourself? 
 

As you can see, there are many ministries here at 
St. John the beloved, and many ways for you to 
become more involved with your parish 
community. Furthermore, we are always on the 
lookout for new ways to fulfill the needs of our 
community. If you have an idea for a new ministry, 
and are willing to play a leadership 
role in organizing it, call and share 
your idea. Call ext. 21 at the parish 
office.   
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